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Our Gemara continues with the discussion of the previous
daf, about various sins and their consequences. The punish-
ments and afflictions that come about, due to these sins, are
mostly derived from pesukim in the 7m0 in "npna nwAo.
For example;

The sins of P77 595,770 MY 77 1Y - delaying judgment
- corrupting judgment - intentionally or out of carelessness -
and also the sin of 770 501 - Bittul Torah, result in the
punishment of n91%21,927,7121 291 - the sword of war and its
plundering, pestilence and famine. As the posuk in the
Tochacha states; 1 1772 0p3 PRI 271 025V MR -

I will bring upon you a sword, avenging the vengeance of a
bris - a covenant. Torah is referred to as 03, as it states
elsewhere 15 0wy 'n72 R DR - If not for my Bris of Torah,
regarding which it says 0> omr 12 .

The Posuk there, also mentions 727 and famine, and later
concludes with Yox» "wowWNH V21 ) - because they rejected
my Mishpat, which means judgment.

The gemara continues

TIpWw NY1Iw) Xw Naw - Oaths taken in vain, and false oaths,
naw M>m own 91>°n - Desecrating the name of Hashem, and
desecrating the Shabbos.

D'PTM2ow - Murder.

DM N, NI 193 - Immorality, and idolatry,

moam ponw nopwn - Lack of observance of the laws of
Seventh and Jubilee years.

The punishments of the aforementioned sins include

717 7v3 °n - Wild animals increase, which will result in,
PRINWL D377 POV OTR °321 122 N2 - Domestic
animals and the population decreasing, and thoroughfares
being deserted.

RSN AYIW WA 172 1270 - and MY - The destruction of
the Bais HaMikdash , withdrawal of the Divine presence and
exile.

The Braisa continues with

MWTAND MWPR MPTI M7 D8 A9 MS23 pva -

The sin of Nivul Peh - speaking coarse and improper
language causes calamities and harsh decrees to increase, to
the point of

7Y Y5 oo 10b MW oYaw Sw T  YOY Prmn 1oN -
Even if the Heavenly court sealed a favorable decree of
seventy years on his behalf] they will reverse it to an evil
decree.

Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak adds;

PIWI VMY IR - the punishment is suffered even by one who
listens to Nivul Peh and remains silent.
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The Gemara cites several Braisos which mention 77700K -

vdescribed as diphtheria, which constricts the throat, and the .05 1N 100N
ability to breathe - as punishment for either 7 w5 or 4 diphtheria
wwn - failure to separate Maaser. vEs 8 )
MO SNHO
R’ Shimon said that the disease of Askarah is punishment for o3P li [—
the sin of Bitul Torah. N @“ oPON3
His colleagues challenged this assertion by asking, if so, why M3 s
are woman, gentiles and young children afflicted with this Y
disease? These individuals are not obligated to study Torah? ]
He replied that these individuals could be guilty of Bitul A oo TP ﬁT}?'?R 9
Torah by distracting or preventing others from the study of 5” qN
Torah. ;
LY R
w19 Y
D21 DY)
oY
SNTw? 3oya
The Gemara persists,

oY 129 2 5w mpwrn - cheder children - who are

. themselves learning, and presumably are not distracting their R m

@ ‘5@ 127 b n::;:

fathers from learning - are sometimes afflicted with this

disease. The Gemara answers by citing R’ Guryon who said, _s\m

that the 073 of the generation or 127 115w nn are "N 2773207

. S B . 22> f,,),?;;)[////(p
;onzﬁtlmes 71;:}1'71.) mpola}g)] t §uffer punishment as atonement 97959 DYooR? D{P’W
or the sins of their generation. oo pprsd PP

297535y DYosm)

The Gemara relates the following story to explain why R’ INYON 93 5799 239
Y ehuda bar Il’ai was earlier referred to as 551 072707 WX WS ear et Teletted to i
op» - the first of the speakers at every occasion: e y ;

PYPW 2271 °0P 22N A )27 - who lived during the time of the bl D ,7:.”:” WN.I
Roman occupation of Eretz Yisrael - were once sitting ‘ owpn 533
together, and R’ Yehuda complimented the Romans by 3 ‘
commenting,

IR S0 wwn R Ind - how wonderful are the deeds of
this nation - the Romans. They have established market- e ,
places, bridges and bathhouses from which we benefit. / £ N DINI IS
R’ Yose remained silent, neither agreeing nor disagreeing N oY 99 bw TPWYN
with t.hls statement. . . remained 1 IDIN
R’ Shimon bar Y ochai, however, took issue with R’ Yehuda’s
compliments - remarking that the Romans did not do this for
our benefit, but for their own.

silent They have
established
they didn’t do this marketplaces,

for our benefit, bridges...
There was a convert named 93 12 77 who was present at T
. . only for their own
this conversation and repeated what he heard to others, and o
. this exchange eventually came to the attention of the Roman D213 7T
authorities. repeated what he heard

and the Romans found out about it
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They decreed as follows;

moym n>vw 77 - R’ Yehudah will be rewarded for his They decreed. ..

words of praise, and among other things be honored to be Reigmdiad. .

DI 532 02T WRY - the first speaker at all occasions. Exiled... 7193 - pRB® *09

Mo3h 7r prww 'or - R’ Yose shall be punished for remain-
ing silent by being exiled to Tzipori

23 3w PYnw - R’ Shimon bar Y ochai, who disparaged the
Romans, shall be executed.

Executed...

MYONR 237

The Gemara continues the story:

To escape execution, R’ Shimon ben Y ochai, and his son R’
Elazar, initially hid in a Beis Medrash, where his wife would
bring them food every day. When this became too dangerous,
they went to hide in a cave, where they were miraculously
sustained by a carob tree and a spring of water that Hashem
created specifically for them.

After twelve years in hiding and studying Torah all day, they

After the decree © S lled. ..
were informed by Eliyahu HaNavi that the Roman Caesar LIS RO
died and the decree was annulled, and they emerged from the D‘?W PR PN
cave. y
. Due to their heightened level of spirituality they were = 'P'OW\
angered upon seeing people engaged in earning a livelihood, Een
exclaiming, ¥ S

they looked-at:
would immediately
be burned up from

their fiery gaze

MW »na opow 09w 1 pran - They are forsaking the pursuit
of Eternal life in Olam Haboh and occupy themselves
instead with the transitory life of Olam HaZeh. Everything
they looked at would immediately be burned up from their
fiery gaze. A )p na - a Heavenly voice proclaimed: 29115
Donrx 1Y - did you come out of the cave to destroy my

| ; 3 IS]
world? 037915 1711 - return to your cave - since you are too vk’ 2 //7/’
holy for the mundane world. T ’7317139 :"lﬁ'!'? o

DONNY?

After spending another 12 months in the cave, a Bas Kol told
them to emerge once again, and this time, if R’ Elazar
destroyed something with his fiery gaze, R’ Shimon would

restore it. He said: 10138 09195 731 - my son, the world has b b 5 5
enough full-time Torah scholars in you and me - and we do D 1” 7 J :
not need to be so unforgiving towards others who are 5
engaged in worldly pursuits. nn N’ JN

- my son, the world has enough

full-time Torah scholars
in you and me
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The Gemara then tells how R’ Shimon and R’ Elazar were
finally appeased by the following incident.

Late Friday afternoon, they met up with an elderly gentle-
man who was carrying two bundles of 077 - myrtle
branches, which he explained he was taking home naw 71235 -
in honor of the Shabbos - 1w 7315 7m 711 710 717 -
corresponding to the two terms of observing Shabbos. Upon
which R’ Shimon remarked to his son R’ Elazar

5RIW HY TN 27N D M - T TAID TN
See how much the Jewish people cherish the Mitzvos. MW TAIDTMN

Upon which R’ Shimon remarked
to his son R’ Elazar

IS P30 D NN
SN bY

The Gemara then tells how R’ Shimon'’s son-in-law R’
Pinchas ben Yair cried upon seeing the painful cuts on R’
Shimon’s body that he got from years of sitting in sand in the
cave. He said;

991 PRIV 5 IR - Woe to me that I see you in this state. R’

. Shimon replied:

R 12 PP 2T N2 Dmd 2"

7972 RN RY, 702 IR RO RONDPRY 192 I70RIW TIVR - “l?jw;sz
On the contrary, you are fortunate for having seen me in this
state, for had I not suffered this pain, I never would have -|D: NI

attained such a high level of Torah scholarship - which the
Gemara illustrates as follows;

Before entering the cave R’ Pinchas ben Yair was a greater
scholar than R’ Shimon, for he would have 12 answers to
every question posed by R’ Shimon, and now upon exiting
the cave, R’ Shimon ben Y ochai would suggest 24 answers to
every question posed by R’ Pinchas ben Yair.
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